
CASTLETON AREA FORUM

Tuesday 21 February 2017
Castleton Community Centre, Manchester Road,

Castleton, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: J. Tighe, R. Smith, A. Simpson, R. Smith, C. Dause, B. Wild, F. & C. Cryer, Y. Salt 
(Chair), F. Salt, R. Davison, M. Webb, M. & M. Helliwell, S. Woodall, G. Tilstone, N. Hastings, 
J. Hastings-Hobson, B. Partington, M. Darlington, R. Jones, E. Jones, A. Simpson, J. Hooper, 
S. Sanderson and D. Wight

Officers: V. White (Rochdale Borough Council), Insp. Stott and PCSO Dawson (GMP)

Councillors: Sheerin, Hornby and Rashid

1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting.  The code of conduct was 
circulated.  All attendees were asked to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.  
Apologies were received from M. Ball, Mr & Mrs Hirst, T. Brogan, S. Whitworth, L, Nicholson, R. 
Hudson and PC Farmer.

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and the following updates were given.

Leander Drive Overgrown Footpath
Environmental Management have cleared the bushes off the pavement and 2ft into the growth.

Royle Barn Road
The faded road markings reported in August are still outstanding.  The forum was informed that road 
marking usually does not take place in the Winter months and this was possibly the reason.
Action 1: Request timescale for renewing white lining (Rachel Hudson)

76 Leander Drive
Enforcement action has been taken and improvement works have begun.

Junction Inn
Premises now displaying a ‘To Let’ sign.  No further information is known.
Action 2: Obtain update in relation to the Junction Inn and the current position (Rachel 
Hudson)

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
Citizens Contract
Greater Manchester Police is improving the way it works to meet the challenges it faces and provide 
the best possible service.  The organisation needs to save a further £44m in the next four years.  
They are developing a Citizen’s Contract which will outline what GMP will do and what they need 
members of the public to do, to enable Greater Manchester to be a safer place.  Residents’ views 
are invited and will be used to help shape policing in the next four years up to 2020.  The Township 
Office will electronically distribute a link to the survey to all residents on the mailing list which can be 
completed and returned to GMP.



Theft of coping stones
A resident reported an incident in the St. Gabriel’s area to which he had not received a response.
Action 3: Check progress on the investigation (PCSO Dawson)

PACT Priorities
The current priorities are as follows:
 Keswick Street – speeding vehicles, GMP are also working with Great Places to address other 

concerns in this area
 Anti-Social Behaviour in the Kirklee and New Church Street areas
 Burglary, mainly around Bolton Road and Meadway

Crime Statistics

Dec Jan Feb
Burglary 8 4 8
Taking from motor vehicle 7 3 4
Criminal damage 9 8 13
Burglary (other) 1 2 3
Anti-Social Behaviour 24 26 19

There was a long discussion regarding speeding around Royle Barn/Royle Road.  The Police 
confirmed that they are aware of the issue and are trying to get a referral to the Traffic Unit.  There 
were particular concerns in relation to users leaving the Soccer Academy which sees a peak in 
incidents.  There is also a planned event at these premises on 5 March 2017 that Police need to be 
aware of.  Residents were advised to obtain registration numbers of speeding vehicles, if safe to do 
so, and to pass this information onto their Neighbourhood Policing Team.

Parked Vehicles
Residents reported difficulties exiting Partington Street due to vehicles parking at the junction and 
blocking visibility, and at the Manchester Road/Heywood Road junction. PCSO will pay passing 
attention and liaise with colleagues in Parking Services.
Action 4: Liaise with RBC Parking Services regarding parking on double yellow lines (PCSO 
Dawson)

Future PACT Meetings
Residents were encouraged to attend PACT meetings to report Police and crime related issues.  
The meetings for the rest of the year are as follows:

All meetings take place at Castleton Community Centre - 7:00pm - 8:00pm
11 April 9 May 6 June
4 July 1 August 26 September
24 October 21 November 19 December

4. OPEN FORUM
Information concerning future Area Forums – Email notifications only
As a direct result of the Council’s savings proposals it will no longer be possible for the Township 
Office to post letters and agendas for area forums.  Residents were encouraged to supply their 
email address to receive notifications of dates of future meetings, agendas and minutes.  Also 
information can be accessed via the Council’s web site www.rochdale.gov.uk/councilmeetings.

Castleton Home for the Elderly
A request for a progress update was made. No information was available at the present time.
Action 5: Enquire regarding progress at the premises (Rachel Hudson)

Royle Barn Road – surface condition
Councillors Sheerin and Hornby have met on site with Highways Maintenance Inspectors.  There is 
no funding available at this time, however, a bid for funding this scheme will be submitted should 
funding become available.



Manchester Road – surface condition
There were reports that the road surface around the Nixon Street junction, and near the Kwik Save 
premises, is severely damaged.  Residents stated that this is the diversion route for the M62 and 
that urgent repairs are needed.
Action 6: Request inspection and any necessary action (Rachel Hudson)

Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
Land at Trows Lane is included in the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework.  The first 
consultation period has ended and the results will be published later in the year.  All three Ward 
Councillors support residents in protecting Castleton’s green spaces.

5. REPORTS
Castleton EC Residents
There is an application to extend the warehouse at Cowm Top on the Cripplegate Lane side.  
Councillor Sheerin has objected on grounds of ‘visual impact’.  It is also rumoured that a developer 
would like to build 400 houses in the area.

Friends of Carnegie Castleton
Building works are progressing well, the tower at the top previously included a dome, which will be 
reinstated.  The steel girders are now in place.  The AGM is to take place on 21 March 2017 at 
7:00pm at Castleton Community Centre, all are welcome.

Friends of Castleton Station/Support the Oldham, Rochdale and Manchester Rail Lines
A new bus service has been launched.  The No.16 will travel from Rochdale to North Manchester 
General Hospital every two hours.

Councillor Sheerin and Frank Salt have visited local schools to impress on children that trains now 
pass through Castleton at 90mph, and a safety message has been presented.

Volunteers are needed to carry out litter picks on the station.  Anyone interested in joining in can 
contact Frank Salt via Councillor Sheerin.

St. Gabriel’s
The pantomime celebrates its 40th anniversary with a production of Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.  Councillor Sheerin thanked residents for their continued support.

Rochdale Township in Bloom
Rochdale Township won ‘Gold’ in 2016, the railway station was described as ‘thriving’ and achieved 
level 4, with five being the highest possible score.  For the 2017 entry a wild flower meadow will be 
planted at the side of the railway bridge.  Residents were also impressed by the new mural 
alongside the canal, designed by local school children.  The mural was joint funded by Barratts and 
Castleton Ward Fund.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Castleton Swimming Baths
The baths have been closed for some time due to an outbreak of Legionella Disease.  This second 
incident was initially in the shower heads, however, an inspection found that it is now in the 
pipework throughout the building.  The cost of bringing the building back into use is around £105k.  
With the savings proposals in mind, it is difficult to see a business case for Link4Life to fund these 
repairs, so the building is under threat.  There are online opportunities for residents to express their 
views, including a blog, a petition and a Facebook page.

7. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
To be confirmed.


